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¢ DIRECT PAYMENTS TO ALL AMERICANS 


e RESTAURANTS TO END EAT-IN SERVICE 


e VIRUS HAS SPREAD TO ALL 50 STATES 


US RESPONSE 


— 


Aid deal may total $1 trillion 


BY ERICA WERNER, JEFF STEIN 

AND MIKE DEBONIS 

The Washington Post 
WASHINGTON ~ The 

Trump administration wants 

to send direct cash payments to 

Americans in the coming weeks 

to help them cope with the eco- 

nomic ravages of the coronavi- 

rus, Treasury Secretary Steven 


Mnuchin said Tuesday, part of 
a massive economic stimulus 
package taking shape between 
the White House and Capitol 
Hill. 

The overall price tag of the 
package could be around $1 tril- 
lion, Mnuchin told reporters on 


Please see STIMULUS, Page A4 


COLTER PETERSON, CPETERSON@POST-DISPATCH.COM 
Tiara Stevenson measures Josh Stockton’s temperature before he enters St. Louis City Hall on Tuesday. Anyone entering City Hall must have their 
temperature taken to ensure it is below 100.4 degrees. 


LOCAL RESPONSE 


Missouri now 


BY LEAH THORSEN AND BRYCE GRAY 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

St. Louis-area restaurants 
and bars were ordered Tuesday 
to close their dining rooms and 
only provide carry-out service 
during the coronavirus pan- 
demic. 

St. Louis Mayor Lyda Krew- 
son and St. Louis County Ex- 


has 15 cases 


ecutive Sam Page joined other 
regional leaders to make the 
announcement Tuesday at a 
joint news conference. The 
restriction, already being car- 
tied out by scores of area res- 
taurants, becomes official at 
midnight Thursday. 


Please see RESTAURANTS, Page A3 


CHILD CARE 


Virus brings region to standstill, but 
day care centers continue to bustle 


BY RACHEL RICE 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

ST. LOUIS — Schools in 
the St. Louis region might be 
empty, but Wonderland Day- 
care and Learning is bustling 
with children. 

The children are taught to 
cough into their sleeves, to 
open doors with their knuckles 
instead of their fingertips, and 
to wash their hands. Director 
Queen Byrd said the staff takes 


ously, but they feel they can’t 
close if parents need them. 

“A lot of people can’t afford 
to take off work,’ Byrd said 
Tuesday. “It’s a thing of sur- 
vival now.” 

In recent days, St. Louis city 
and county schools announced 
they will close until at least 
April 3 to mute the threat of 
the novel coronavirus. Schools 
in St. Charles and Jefferson 


RACHEL ELLIS. RELLIS@POST- DISPATCH.COM 


Children play with baby dolls and 


stuffed animals on Tuesday at 


Michelle’s Place Child Care. The day care was open Tuesday but 


STOCKS 


Markets surge as huge 
economic stimulus 
plan takes shape - ais 


ELECTIONS 


More Missouri 
counties are pushing 
for election delay - as 


CASINOS 


Missouri’s casinos will 
close until at least 
March 30 - as 


MESSENGER 


State tries to weaken 
law being used to sue 
televangelist - a2 


GLOBAL FALLOUT 


Nations try to slow 
virus while keeping 
economies afloat. a10 


House to vote on budget as 
revenues take hit + a2 


Once-per-week deliveries for 
Meals on Wheels « a4 


Virus delivers blow to social 
service agency « A5 


Bans on large gatherings 
disrupt weddings « a6 


Panic buying leaves retailers 
scrambling « a9 


Meeting demand for 
ventilators a concern + A10 


Shortened seasons haven’t 
been good for Cards « B1 


Stanley Cup should help 
Blues survive shutdown « B1 


For up-to-the-minute news 
on the coronavirus outbreak, 


the threat of COVID-19 seri- Please see CHILD CARE, Page A4 could close later this week. go to stltoday.com 
TODAY Feeling negative 
IN PRIMARIES, BIDEN WIDENS LEAD OVER SANDERS | cevs7 
THUNDERSTORMS 
ILLINOIS ° Problems _svsarasurnert delegates needed to win the in both parties for the 15th Dis- Sekai 
t id vi fi Associated Press nomination, also wonin Florida, trict seat of Rep. John Shimkus, 72°/48 
erupt amid virus tears CHICAGO — Former Vice and was projected to winin Ari- R-Collinsville, who is retiring. THUNDERSTORMS: 
FLORIDA ° Bic t t President Joe Biden won the Il- zona, which also held its primary There also were primary races for WEATHER 
1g turnou linois Democratic primary for Tuesday. Ohio delayedin-person state Legislature, Cook County B6 
propels former VP president on Tuesday, widening voting until June amid the CO- state’s attorney and judicial con- POST-DISPATCH WEATHERBIRD » 
his lead over rival Bernie Sanders VID-19 outbreak. tests, including for seats on the 
ARIZONA ° Win gives inanelectioncomplicatedbythe Also onthe Illinois ballot were Supreme Court. | | Il | Il I || i 
coronavirus pandemic. primaries for congressional of- 1 M AH a 
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Biden the sweep 


Biden, who leads Sanders in 


fice — including a crowded race 


Please see BIDEN, Page A11 
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